BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
JULY 31, 2022

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

W

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.

➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the
sanctuary and to the left.
➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall.
➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the
prayer of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal
racks and place it in the offering plate.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
9748 Copeland Dr. Manassas, VA 20109
703-361-4866 (office)
www.bethlehem-lutheran.org

Little Stars of Bethlehem Early Learning Center
9748 Copeland Dr. Manassas, VA 20109
571-246-1441 (office/mobile)
www.littlestarsofbethlehem.org

Staff
Clayton Welch, Pastor
pastor@bethlehem-lutheran.org
Aimee Krueger, Administrative Assistant
admin@bethlehem-lutheran.org

Staff
Cheryl Vergara, Director/Teacher
director@littlestarsofbethlehem.org
Laura Letiecq, Teacher
Holly Haley, Teacher
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WORSHIP NOTES
THE SEASON OF PENTECOST
After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshiping Church
spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. Following the red
of Pentecost Sunday and the white of Trinity Sunday, the Church wears
green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings
of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us
the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our
God, and the Christian life.

OUR THEME FOR TODAY
The believer loves his neighbor. We have every reason to love him. We know what we were
when God found us; we know the love and mercy he poured out on us. Christ, the compassion
of God, has treated our spiritual wounds and paid for our healing with his own blood. As we
have known his goodness, let us do good to all. As our Prayer of the Day reminds us: The word is
planted in our hearts, and now we ask the Holy Spirit to bring forth such fruits of faith as loving
our neighbor for the sake of Christ.

BIBLE STUDY LESSON FOR TODAY
God's Plan of Salvation Completed: Luke 23:26, 32-46

THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY
Music
Hospitality
Ushers
Elders
Altar
Cleaners
Counters

Lydia Wilde
Joan Richards
Martin Schwenke and Dean Chartrand
Dean Chartrand
Aimee Krueger
Wildfong and Haney Families
Michele Krueger and Martin Schwenke

2

MORNING PRAISE
MORNING HYMN

M:

CW HYMNAL #497, “THIS IS MY WILL”

The Spirit of the Lord _________ fills the world: let us wor – ship him.

OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD (VENITE)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy
Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and
love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 251

P(astor) To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul;
C(ongregation) in you I trust, O my God.
P: Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love,
C: for they are from of old.
P: Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;
C: according to your love remember me, for you are good, O LORD?
Refrain

P: Turn to me and be gracious to me,
C: for I am lonely and afflicted.
P: Look upon my affliction and my distress
C: and take away all my sins.
P: Guard my life and rescue me,
C: for I take refuge in you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Used by permission. OneLicense.net #761716.
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THE WORD
MORNING LESSON

COLOSSIANS 1:1-14
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To God’s
holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ: Grace and peace to you
from God our Father.
3
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for
4
you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all
God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in
heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has
come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole
world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood
God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful
minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.
9
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives,10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of
God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may
have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has
qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he
has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son
he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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C:

Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire of
your love. Alleluia!

CHILDREN’S LESSON

DEUTERONOMY 30:9-14

9

Then the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your hands
and in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your
land. The LORD will again delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he delighted in
your ancestors, 10 if you obey the LORD your God and keep his commands and decrees that
are written in this Book of the Law and turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul.

6

11

Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your
reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get
it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to
ask, “Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 14 No, the
word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it.

HYMN OF THE DAY

CW HYMNAL #434, “LORD, YOU I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART”

THE SERMON

LUKE 10:25-37

“JESUS UPHOLDS THE 1ST COMMANDMENT”
25

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked,
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26
“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
27
He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
28
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him
half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man,
he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was;
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and
took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper.
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you
may have.’
36
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands
of robbers?”
37
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
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WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD (TE DEUM)
This ancient song of the church was revered by Martin Luther as a ‘fourth creed’.
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THE OFFERING
Members of Bethlehem have joined together to spread God's message both in our community and
around the world. Guests and visitors, you are welcome to give an offering, but please do not feel
obligated to participate. You enrich us simply by being here, and we thank God for the chance to
share God's Word with you!
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LORD, HAVE MERCY (KYRIE)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR GRACE
M:

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us
safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to
what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord.

C:

Amen.
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BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN

CW HYMNAL #505, “LOVE IS THE GRACIOUS GIFT”
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12

13

14
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Prayer Corner
—for God to help those dealing with recent health issues with complete and quick healing.
—for Al and Luann Wattles, parents of Pastor Wattles, as Al is being treated for a brain mass.
—for God to bless the upcoming planning meeting for the women's ministry at Bethlehem.
—in thanksgiving for the blessings of baptism, especially as we remember the baptism of
Cameron Davis, the great-grandson of Janice Horne.

Altar Flowers
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God by the Ellis Family in celebration of the 50th
anniversary of Rachel’s parents, John and Jacque Cooper and by Lynnette Hupman in
celebration of the 42nd anniversary of her sister and brother-in-law, Cindy and Keith Thomson.

In Ministry this Week
Sunday, July 31
Wednesday, August 3

9:30 am
11:00 am

Worship – in person and livestream
Bible Study and Sunday School
NO Midweek Bible Study

Offering
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $3602 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem
and around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5391. An average of
$6560 is needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022.

News & Notes
•

Our next Women's Ministry Meeting planned for the last weekend of August. All women
are invited to be a part of our events planning for the coming year! Stay tuned for details!

•

The Women’s Retreat is scheduled for October 7-9 at beautiful Lake Anna, VA. Mark your
calendar now! Registration information will be coming in the next few weeks!

•

Hats off to our Men’s Bible Study group for a wonderful breakfast shared with our LWMS
group! Can you get any better than eggs made to order, fried spam and corned beef hash?
Come to our next Men’s Bible Study on August 27 to find out! All men are welcome!
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Food with Friends
Saturday, August 27th at 6:30 pm
Mum Mum Thai Restaurant
10945 George Mason Circle, Manassas, VA
Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex.
All adults are welcome!
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Lutheran Women’s Mission News
Save the date for Saturday, October 1 for our next
Mission Rally here at Bethlehem!

Check out our mission display in the narthex to find out
about the Ukrainian Lutheran Church! This church consists
of 17 congregations and 11 national pastors. We ask that
you please pray for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine as
they proclaim the most precious freedom – the freedom
from sin, death, and hell – which was bought by our Savior.
For more information, take a look at
Thoughts of Faith Ukraine at www.tof.org
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Join us to kick-off a new year of
Christian Education on Sunday,
September 11! We’ll install our new
officers and teachers, then celebrate
with a fellowship potluck!
Stay tuned for more details to come!
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