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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
 

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to  

   strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.   
 

➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary 

and to the left.  

➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall. 

➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the prayer 

of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal racks and 

place it in the offering plate. 

➢ The Sacrament of Holy Communion – Please see the note on page 13 for instructions. Use 

page 156 in the front of the hymnal for personal preparation for the Sacrament. 

 
 

W 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church   Little Stars of Bethlehem Early Learning Center 

9748 Copeland Dr. Manassas, VA 20109  9748 Copeland Dr. Manassas, VA 20109 

703-361-4866 (office)    571-246-1441 (office/mobile) 

www.bethlehem-lutheran.org   www.littlestarsofbethlehem.org 

Staff      Staff 

Clayton Welch, Pastor    Cheryl Vergara, Director/Teacher 

pastor@bethlehem-lutheran.org  director@littlestarsofbethlehem.org 

Aimee Krueger, Administrative Assistant  Laura Letiecq, Teacher 

admin@bethlehem-lutheran.org  Holly Haley, Teacher 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

THE SEASON OF PENTECOST 
After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshiping Church 

spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. Following the red 

of Pentecost Sunday and the white of Trinity Sunday, the Church wears 

green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings 

of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us 

the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our 

God, and the Christian life. 

 

OUR THEME FOR TODAY  

Four weeks of warnings for Christians begins on this Sunday that the life of faith will be marked 

by difficulties. These warnings are given so that the believer will be prepared to meet these 

challenges with the confidence of the cross. Today we see that the Word of God doesn’t always 

unite—it also divides. The living and active Word of God does not bring peace between believers 

and unbelievers, but division. 

 

 

THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY 
Music   MIDI 

Hospitality Kori Styx 

Ushers  Aaron Styx and Tim Wehausen 

Elders  Martin Schwenke and LuVerne Boes 

Altar  Aimee Krueger and Lynnette Hupman 

Cleaning Styx and Wildfong Families 

Counters Bernie Ziegler and Doug Vasquez 
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THE COMMON SERVICE 

 

OPENING HYMN                 CW HYMNAL #402, “MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE” 

 

INVOCATION 

M(inister):  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  
M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (KYRIE) 

 
 
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and 

of the Holy Spirit.  
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M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray.     

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your 

presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may 

always be pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you 

have promised; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
FIRST LESSON                JEREMIAH 23:23-29 

23 “Am I only a God nearby,” declares the LORD, “and not a God far away? 24 Who can 

hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?” declares the LORD. “Do not I fill heaven and 

earth?” declares the LORD. 
25 “I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a 

dream! I had a dream!’ 26 How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, 

who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 27 They think the dreams they tell one 

another will make my people forget my name, just as their ancestors forgot my name through 

Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has 

my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?” declares the LORD. 29 “Is not 

my word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 139A1 

 
O LORD, you have searched me and you know me; 

you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

 

You discern my going out and my lying down; 

you are familiar with all my ways. 

Refrain 

Where can I go from your Spirit? 

Where can I flee from your presence? 

 

If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 

if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 

 

 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 

  if I settle on the far side of the sea, 

 

even there your hand will guide me, 

your right hand will hold me fast. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

 

 

 
1 Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. OneLicense.net #761716. 
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SECOND LESSON                  HEBREWS 12:1-13 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 

of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from 

sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your 

blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you 

as a father addresses his son? It says, “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and 

do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 

he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”  
7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are 

not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes 

discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 

 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them 

for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined 

us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we 

may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 

however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained 

by it. 
12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for your 

feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                        HEBREWS 4:12 

M:       Alleluia. The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Alleluia.  
 

 
 

 

 

 



8 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                       LUKE 12:49-53 

 
 

49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 But I 

have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you 

think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52 From now on there will be 

five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. 53 They 

will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 

daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 

mother-in-law.” 
 

 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, 

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 

became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death 

and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

HYMN OF THE DAY            CW HYMNAL #441, “O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST” 
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 THE SERMON                      GENESIS 18:9-15 

“JESUS UPHOLDS THE 3RD COMMANDMENT” 
 

CREATE IN ME    

  

THE OFFERING 
Members of Bethlehem have joined together to spread God's message both in our community and 

around the world.  Guests and visitors, you are welcome to give an offering, but please do not feel 

obligated to participate.  You enrich us simply by being here, and we thank God for the chance to share 

God's Word with you. 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
M: O Lord God, heavenly Father, we praise and glorify you for the unsurpassed gift of 

your Son, Jesus Christ. We confess that we are unworthy sinners who have 

transgressed your will and Word. We repent of our evil and pray for the faith that 

trusts utterly and completely in the righteousness of Christ Jesus for our forgiveness.  

Open our hearts to the mighty power of your Word. Teach us to depend on your holy 

sacrament for spiritual strength. Grant that our minds may be renewed in 

righteousness, that our consciences may be stirred to choose the good, and that every 

thought, word and deed may be brought into captivity to Christ.  
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Give to your Church ministers and teachers who have the faithfulness and courage of 

true prophets, that your people may be built up in faith, abound in good works, 

rejoice in your love, and finally enter your heavenly kingdom. We pray for our beloved 

country. Give us citizens who perceive that the standard of all that is right is not 

personal advancement or private favor, not public opinion or party platform, but your 

holy will. 
 

Lavish your grace on all families, that each home may, by its Christian love and 

character, be for our children a foretaste of the joy and blessedness of our heavenly 

home. For all who are in any sickness, pain, anguish, or suffering, for all who are in 

any danger of body or soul, we pray. Teach them to turn to you and wait on you for 

mercy. Grant them hope and a joyous deliverance from all their trials and let them 

walk in your light all their days. 
 

Special prayers. 

M:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

M:  These things we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our refuge and hope. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT  
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
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M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with 

them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints 

on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
To our guests and visitors: Holy Communion is an expression of our oneness as a body of 

believers.  Members of Bethlehem join to receive the body and the blood of the Lord and commune with 

our God, expressing the same faith as God has taught in the Scriptures.  Following God's Word, we ask 

that those who are not yet members of Bethlehem refrain from taking the Lord's Supper until they are 

ready to profess that oneness with us.  Thank you for respecting our practice.   

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN      CW SUPPLEMENT #741, “TAKE AND EAT” 

 

THANKSGIVING 
 

SONG OF SIMEON (NUNC DIMITTIS) 

 

 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
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PRAYER 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper.  We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
M:   The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN               CW HYMNAL #219, “LORD, WHEN YOUR GLORY I SHALL SEE” 
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Prayer Corner 
—for the Ellis family, as the Lord called Nick's older brother Antonio to heaven on August 30. 

—for the family of Karen Perry Capps, cousin of Martha Vasquez, called to her eternal rest. 

 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God by Helen Lento in celebration of Nick’s 

birthday and by Martin Schwenke and Ellen Bierschenk in celebration of 30 years of marriage. 

 

Offering 
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $17,492 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem 

and around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5863. An average of 

$6560 is needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022. 

 

In Ministry this Week 
Sunday, September 4    9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 

  NO Sunday School or Bible Study 

Wednesday, September 7   9:30 am Midweek Bible Study 

    11:00 am Little Stars of Bethlehem Morning Praise 

Saturday, September 10    9:00 am Women’s Bible Study 

 

News & Notes 
• There will be no Sunday Bible class or Sunday School today due to the Labor Day holiday! 

 

• Food with Friends will be a family bonfire on Saturday, September 24th from 6:30 - 9:00 pm 

here at Bethlehem.  We will provide hot dogs, rolls, condiments and paper plates.  Please feel 

free to bring your own drinks and any other sides you would like. You're also welcome to bring 

ingredients to make s'mores.  Remember to bring your chairs to sit around the campfire.  A 

signup sheet is posted in the narthex so we know how many hot dogs to cook!  

 

• Back to School season is in full swing!  We are launching our 2022-23 Christian Education Year 

on Sunday, September 11, with the installation of teachers, a potluck, and fellowship!  Classes 

will start on Sunday, September 18 at 11:00 am. 



16 
 

• The kids c.a.r.e project for the 2022-2023 school year is "Mi Amigo Jesus", for the Family 

Ministry Outreach Fund-Hispanic Ministries. With your offerings, this mission project will be 

able to support home mission congregations that want to begin or expand outreach efforts 

to their Hispanic families and communities.  Additional information is posted on the Sunday 

School bulletin board and will be sent home with your children on September 18. 

 

• Jesus Cares Ministry - JCM is a unique ministry whose mission is to assist congregations in 

meeting their responsibility to share the gospel with people who have a developmental 

disability, their families, and communities.  JCM was implemented here at Bethlehem in 

September 2013 and continues to offer simple, fun, easy-to-understand and highly 

participative Bible classes and events that have engaged and educated individuals of all ages, 

learning levels and physical challenges.  You are invited to join us!  Our first scheduled event 

of the fall is Saturday, September 17 at 10:30 am.  To learn more about JCM, please visit 

https://www.tlha.org/jesus-cares-ministries; or contact Pastor Welch at 703-361-4866; or 

Kristine Pfeiffer at 703-851-1758.   

 

• Toddler Time with Jesus - Our program meets for one hour each week, on Tuesdays from 

9:30 - 10:30 am, September through May. It is designed for children ages 18 mo - 3 years 

of age and their caregiver. This is a free program filled with activities to include Bible stories, 

music, story time, art and snack.  To register, please visit www.littlestarsofbethlehem.org and 

fill out the form under the “Forms” tab, then email it back to us.  Please contact Cheryl Vergara 

if you have any questions about this program! 

 

• Bethlehem has a shiny new website! Check out www.bethlehem-lutheran.org to see all the 

new features.  Bethlehem Members: please visit our site and click on the Members menu, 

then select Register and fill out the form.  This will be approved by the site admin and gives 

you access to volunteer schedules, the church calendar, sign-ups and more!  Speak with 

Aimee Krueger if you have any questions or need assistance. 

 

• Women’s Fall Retreat – our annual Women’s Retreat will be held once again in beautiful Lake 

Anna, VA on October 7-9.  Bunk space is limited so registration is a must! Please register on 

our church website or speak with Aimee Krueger to register in the church admin office. 

Registration fee is $75 per person for room & board or $60 for room only 

and financial assistance is available!  Please make checks out to Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

with Fall Retreat on memo line and place in the offering. 
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Bethlehem’s Fall Women’s Retreat 
Lake Anna State Park 

Friday, October 7 - Sunday, October 9 
 

Bunk space is limited so registration is a must! This can be done on our 

website at www.bethlehem-lutheran.org under the “Members” tab or 

you can speak with Aimee Krueger after worship to register online in 

the admin office. The registration fee is $75 per person for room & 

board or $60 per person for room only. Financial assistance is also 

available!  Please make checks out to Bethlehem Lutheran Church  

with “Fall Retreat” on memo line and place in the offering. 


