
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
 
 

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to        

      strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.   

 
➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary 

and to the left.  

➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall. 

➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the prayer 

of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal racks and 

place it in the offering plate. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

 THE SEASON OF PENTECOST 
After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshiping Church 

spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. Following the red 

of Pentecost Sunday and the white of Trinity Sunday, the Church wears 

green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings 

of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us 

the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our 

God, and the Christian life. 

 

OUR THEME FOR TODAY  

The way to heaven is narrow. Mere outward attachment to the family of God is not sufficient—only 

through faith in Christ can we enter heaven. The door is narrow and Christ commands us to make 

every effort to enter it, so the Church prays, “that we may obtain what you promise, make us love 

what you command.” Although the door is narrow, it is open to all, and the saints will come from all 

nations to behold the glory of the Lord. 

 

 

THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY 
Music  Pastor Welch, guitar  

Elder  Jeff Krueger 

Ushers  J. Krueger Family 

Altar  Aimee Krueger 

Hospitality  Education Rally Potluck 

Cleaners Welch and Wolf Families 

Counters  Linda Fragale and Stefan Arredondo 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

OPENING HYMN                             CW HYMNAL #215, “JERUSALEM, MY HAPPY HOME” 

 

INVOCATION 
M(inister):   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (†) and the love of God and the fellowship of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C(ongregation): (spoken)  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 
M:  We have come into the presence of God who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from 

my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear 

child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

  

HYMN                                CW HYMNAL #260, “LET ALL THINGS NOW LIVING” 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray.     

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that we 

may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
FIRST LESSON                         ISAIAH 66:18-24 

18 “And I, because of what they have planned and done, am about to come and gather the 

people of all nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory. 
19 “I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the nations—

to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and Greece, and to the 

distant islands that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory. They will proclaim my glory 

among the nations. 20 And they will bring all your people, from all the nations, to my holy 

mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the LORD—on horses, in chariots and wagons, and on 

mules and camels,” says the LORD. “They will bring them, as the Israelites bring their grain 

offerings, to the temple of the LORD in ceremonially clean vessels. 21 And I will select some of 

them also to be priests and Levites,” says the LORD. 
22 “As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” declares 

the LORD, “so will your name and descendants endure. 23 From one New Moon to another and 

from one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before me,” says 

the LORD. 24 “And they will go out and look on the dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; 

the worms that eat them will not die, the fire that burns them will not be quenched, and they 

will be loathsome to all mankind.” 

SECOND LESSON                                                   HEBREWS 12:18-24 
18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to 

darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those 

who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20 because they could not bear 

what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to 

death.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”  
22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the 

church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of 

all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and 

to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

VERSE OF THE DAY          1 TIMOTHY 1:10B 

M:  Alleluia. Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light 

through the gospel. Alleluia.  
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GOSPEL LESSON             LUKE 13:22-30 

22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 

Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I 

tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes 

the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 
26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 
27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you 

evildoers!’ 
28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29 People will 

come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the 

kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be 

last.” 
  

M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE               LUKE 13:23-24 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                CW HYMNAL #431, “I WALK IN DANGER ALL THE WAY” 

 

THE SERMON                                   HEBREWS 12:18-24 
  

“WE LEARN BIBLICAL GEOGRAPHY FOR A REASON” 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND CHURCH OFFICERS 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day 

after day. 
 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 

temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 
 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 

everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  
 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 

catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by 

land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 
  

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and 

comfort all who are old and infirm. 
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M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 

government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and 

useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 
 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 

peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 

disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 
 

Special prayers. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 

 Silent prayer. 
 

 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear 

us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and 

offerings, and use them to your glory. 
 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your 

sight. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

HYMN                    CW HYMNAL #402, “MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE” 

CLOSING PRAYER 
M:   O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow 

on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING 
M:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN                                    CW HYMNAL #214, “JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN” 

 

 

Prayer Corner 
—for the Ellis family, as the Lord called Nick's older brother Antonio to heaven on August 30. 

—for the family of Karen Perry Capps, cousin of Martha Vasquez, called to her eternal rest. 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God by Bernie Ziegler in remembrance of those who 

lost their lives on September 11, 2001. 

In Ministry this Week 
Sunday, September 11    9:30 am Outdoor Worship: Online and In Person 

11:00 am Christian Education Kick-Off Potluck 

Tuesday, September 13    9:30 am Toddler Time with Jesus 

Wednesday, September 14     9:30 am Midweek Bible Study 

11:00 am LSB Morning Praise 

Thursday, September 15   7:00 pm Council Meeting 

Saturday, September 17  10:30 am Jesus Cares Ministry 

Offering 
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $4541 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem and 

around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5826. An average of $6560 is 

needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022. 
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News & Notes 
• The Kids c.a.r.e project for the 2022-2023 school year is "Mi Amigo Jesus", for the Family 

Ministry Outreach Fund-Hispanic Ministries.  With your offerings, this mission project will be able 

to support home mission congregations that want to begin or expand outreach efforts to their 

Hispanic families and communities.  Additional information is posted on the Sunday 

School bulletin board and will be sent home with your children on September 18. 
 

• Women's Fall Retreat - Certainty in Uncertain Times - Join the ladies of Bethlehem as we enjoy 

a weekend of fellowship and studying God's Word at beautiful Lake Anna State Park, Friday, 

October 7 - Sunday, October 9. Bunk space is limited so registration is a must! Register on our 

website at www.bethlehem-lutheran.org under the “Members” tab or you can speak with Aimee 

Krueger after worship to register in the admin office. The fee is $75 per person for room & board 

or $60 per person for room only. Financial assistance is also available! Please make checks out to 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church with “Fall Retreat” on memo line and place in the offering. 
 

• LWMS Fall Rally - Bethlehem will be hosting this year's Fall Rally on Saturday, October 1, from  

9 am - 3 pm.  You can sign up to attend by filling out the form found on our church website at 

www.bethlehem-lutheran.org.  The theme is Unseen Miracles, and all are welcome to attend.  
 

• Mission Offering - In your mailbox at church you'll find an envelope for supporting LWMS 

Missions. 100% of the donations goes to support mission work. The two projects we’re 

supporting until April 2023 are:  
 

1. First Public Service Assistance – your gifts will fund mission congregations as they prepare 

mailings, service folders, and welcome materials (signs, etc.). They will encourage those who 

will put in countless hours and effort. 
 

2. Repatriation Conferences – these are for returning missionaries, their spouses and children 

as they adjust to leaving a foreign mission field and returning to an American ministry, life 

and culture. World Missions considers this program absolutely necessary to help mission 

families transition to their new life. These conferences are possible only when funding is 

available. 

Make checks payable to LWMS Heritage Circuit. If possible, by September 18, put in Lynnette 

Hupman’s box in the fellowship hall or into the offering plate. If the latter, please let Heidi 

Grohs or Lynnette know so she can get it turned in by the deadline. 

http://www.bethlehem-lutheran.org/
http://www.bethlehem-lutheran.org/
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