BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before
our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves
through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.
➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary
and to the left.
➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall.
➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the prayer
of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal racks and
place it in the offering plate.
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WORSHIP NOTES
THE SEASON OF PENTECOST
After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshiping Church
spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. Following the red
of Pentecost Sunday and the white of Trinity Sunday, the Church wears
green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings
of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us
the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our
God, and the Christian life.

OUR THEME FOR TODAY
For the past three Sundays we have seen that the narrow path to heaven is marked by division
and humility. Yet another warning is heard this week: the life of faith may come at great
personal expense. Counting the cost of discipleship leads to true wisdom.

BIBLE STUDY LESSON FOR TODAY
The Gentile Cause: The Jerusalem Council
Acts 15:1–14, 22–35

THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY
Music
Hospitality
Ushers
Elders
Altar
Cleaners
Counters

Guest Organist, Lydia Wilde
Lucy Soesilo
Pat Hickey and Robin Vergara
Robin Vergara
Aimee Krueger and Lynnette Hupman
Lynnette Hupman and Haney Family
Bernie Ziegler and Martin Schwenke
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DIVINE SERVICE I1
OPENING HYMN

CW HYMNAL #440, “ON EAGLES’ WINGS”

INVOCATION
M(inister): In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.
C(ongregation): Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

1

M:

Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†)
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Divine Service I: Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. OneLicense.net #761716.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and because it
cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your
goodness; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C:

Amen.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

PROVERBS 9:8-12
Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; rebuke the wise and they will love you.
9
Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to their
learning.
10
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding. 11 For through wisdom your days will be many, and years will be added to your
life. 12 If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer.
8
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 192

M(en): The heavens declare the glory of God;
W(omen): the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
M: Their voice goes out into all the earth,
W: their words to the ends of the world.
Refrain

M: The law of the LORD is perfect,
W: giving joy to the heart.
M: The commands of the LORD are radiant,
W: giving light to the eyes.
M: They are more precious than gold;
W: they are sweeter than honey.
M: By them is your servant taught,
W: in keeping them there is great reward.
Refrain

M: May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
W: be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Redeemer.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
2

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by
permission. OneLicense.net #761716.
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SECOND LESSON

PHILEMON 1:1,10-21
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend
and fellow worker—
10
that I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in
chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to
me.
12
I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep
him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the
gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do
would not seem forced but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from
you for a little while was that you might have him back forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but
better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as
a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.
17
So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has
done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my
own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish,
brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in
Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than
1

I ask.

VERSE OF THE DAY
M:

PHILIPPIANS 4:4

Alleluia. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Alleluia.

GOSPEL LESSON
M:

LUKE 14:25-33

The Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 14, verses 25-33.

25

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—
yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry
their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
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28

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the
cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the foundation and are
not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to
build and wasn’t able to finish.’
31
“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against
him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still
a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not
give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.
M:

This is the gospel of our Lord.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY

PROVERBS 9:10
CW HYMNAL #437, “I TRUST, O CHRIST, IN YOU ALONE”

THE SERMON

LUKE 14:25-33

“IT'S A GOOD THING GOD CALLS US”
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CREATE IN ME

THE OFFERING
Members of Bethlehem have joined together to spread God's message both in our community and around the
world. Guests and visitors, you are welcome to give an offering, but please do not feel obligated to participate. You
enrich us simply by being here, and we thank God for the chance to share God's Word with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:

O Lord God, we thank you for the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, your Son, and for the
promised graces we have received through him. We thank you that through his
perfect life and his obedience to death on the cross we have been granted cleansing
and pardon for all our sins. We thank you that in his resurrection we have the promise
of life everlasting and that in his ascension to the right hand of your majesty, we have
the assurance that he continually intercedes for us.
10

Help us believe and trust in him, love and serve him, that in all our thoughts, words,
and actions we may manifest his spirit. Rebuke our selfishness and subdue our selfindulgence. Deepen our sympathies, strengthen our hope, and confirm us in our faith.
Dwell in our homes, O Lord, and let the trust of our families be centered in you alone,
so that no difficulty, trial, or adversity rob us of the conviction that you are our helper
in every time of need. Relieve the afflictions of the weary and the sick, and dry the
tears of the troubled and sorrowful. Lead them to look to you as the unfailing spring
of healing and hope.
Special prayers.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M:

All these things we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, your son, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

HYMN

CW HYMNAL #428, “WHY SHOULD CROSS AND TRIAL GRIEVE ME”

CLOSING PRAYER
M:

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear
them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by
your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C:

Amen.
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THE LORD’S BLESSING
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

CW HYMNAL #453, “COME, FOLLOW ME, THE SAVIOR SPOKE”
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Prayer Corner
—for the Letiecq family as Greg's father, Larry, recently passed away.
—for the infant nephew of Kristine Pfeiffer: Jack Francis Hintz, who was recently born and is
experiencing severe health problems.
—for Doug Vasquez, who is recovering from anemia.

Altar Flowers
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God by Aimee Krueger in thanksgiving for the
Lord’s gift of fathers and by Martin Schwenke in celebration of Ellen Bierschenk’s birthday.

In Ministry this Week
Sunday, September 25
Tuesday, September 27
Wednesday, September 28
Friday, September 30
Saturday, October 1

9:30 am
11:00 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
9:30 am
11:00 am
6:30 pm
9:00 am

Worship – in person and livestream
Bible Study and Sunday School
Toddler Time with Jesus
Youth Catechism
Midweek Bible Study
LSB Morning Praise
Women’s Ministry Decorating Party
LWMS Fall Rally

Offering
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $4212 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem
and around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5816. An average of $6560
is needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022.

News & Notes
•

The kids c.a.r.e. project is "Mi Amigo Jesus". All offerings for this project will support mission
congregations that want to begin or expand outreach efforts to their Hispanic families and
communities. Please encourage your child(ren) to give, or collect for this project. Collections
boxes were sent home last Sunday.
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Join us for...

...here at Bethlehem!
Saturday, October 22nd

5:30—7:30 pm
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