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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
 

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to  

   strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.   
 

➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary 

and to the left.  

➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall. 

➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the prayer 

of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal racks and 

place it in the offering plate. 

➢ The Sacrament of Holy Communion – Please see the note on page 13 for instructions. Use 

page 156 in the front of the hymnal for personal preparation for the Sacrament. 

 
 

W 

OCTOBER 2, 2022 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church   Little Stars of Bethlehem Early Learning Center 

9748 Copeland Dr. Manassas, VA 20109  9748 Copeland Dr. Manassas, VA 20109 

703-361-4866 (office)    571-246-1441 (office/mobile) 

www.bethlehem-lutheran.org   www.littlestarsofbethlehem.org 
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Clayton Welch, Pastor    Cheryl Vergara, Director/Teacher 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

THE SEASON OF PENTECOST 
After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshiping Church 

spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. Following the red 

of Pentecost Sunday and the white of Trinity Sunday, the Church wears 

green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings 

of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us 

the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our 

God, and the Christian life. 

 

OUR THEME FOR TODAY  

The believer loves the lost like Christ. The righteous live by faith; yet how easy it is for the 

righteous to slip into self-righteous judgment of other sinners, forgetting the grace that has been 

shown them. Today Christ calls us to love the lost like he does and rejoice over every sinner that 

“once was lost, but now is found.” 

 

BIBLE STUDY LESSON FOR TODAY 
The Unique Greek: Lydia Is Baptized 

Acts 16:11-15. 

 

THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY 
Music   MIDI 

Hospitality Roxann Maurer and Michele Hoisington 

Ushers  Dean Chartrand and Larry Testa 

Elders  Martin Schwenke and Jeff Krueger 

Altar  Aimee Krueger and Lynnette Hupman 

Cleaning Lento and G. Krueger Families 

Counters Bernie Ziegler  
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THE COMMON SERVICE 

 

OPENING HYMN                                        CW HYMNAL #224, “GOD HIMSELF IS PRESENT” 

 

INVOCATION 

M(inister):  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  
M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 

failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (KYRIE) 

 
 
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and 

of the Holy Spirit.  
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M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray.     

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us 

that, loving you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful 

work; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
FIRST LESSON                       EXODUS 32:7-14 

7 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up 

out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I 

commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have 

bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought 

you up out of Egypt.’ 
9 “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked 

people.  10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may 

destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 
11 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “LORD,” he said, “why should your 

anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a 

mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them 

out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your 

fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants 

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants 

as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised 

them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” 14 Then the LORD relented and did not bring on 

his people the disaster he had threatened. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 51A1 

 

Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your unfailing love. 
 

Wash away all my iniquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin. 
 

For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is always before me. 

Refrain 

Against you, you only, have I sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight. 
 

Surely I was sinful at birth, 

sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
 

Hide your face from my sins, 

and blot out all my iniquity. 
 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

 
1 Refrain Tune: Patricia Craig. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission. Psalm Tone: Paul Bunjes. © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
OneLicense.net #761716. 
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SECOND LESSON              1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 

trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 

persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 

unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus. 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown 

mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as 

an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the 

King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                          ROMANS 15:4 

M:       Alleluia. Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Alleluia.  
 

   

GOSPEL LESSON                                                          LUKE 15:1-10 

 

 

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.” 
3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses 

one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep 

until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. 

Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my 

lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 
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8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep 

the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends 

and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same 

way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 

repents.” 
 

 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, 

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 

became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death 

and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

HYMN OF THE DAY              CW HYMNAL #240, “IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE” 

 THE SERMON                1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17 

“WHO ARE YOU?” 
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CREATE IN ME    

  

 

THE OFFERING 
Members of Bethlehem have joined together to spread God's message both in our community and around the 

world.  Guests and visitors, you are welcome to give an offering, but please do not feel obligated to participate.  You 

enrich us simply by being here, and we thank God for the chance to share God's Word with you. 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
M: Almighty God, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  All the stars, the sun and moon, 

all energies and forces, the sea and clouds are messengers of your wonder and might. 

For your creation, we praise you, O Father.  We pray for your Church and your people.  

Grant us ministers and teachers who are led by your Spirit and earnestly hold forth 

your Word of Life. Save us from all false prophets and deceitful guides that we, being 

knit together in love, may with one mind strive for the truth of your Word. 

 Guard and defend our homes, that parents may be kept in the bonds of love and rule 

their children well, nourishing them in truth and righteousness. 

 Bestow your favor on all useful labor in industry and agriculture, education and 

science, the professions and the arts, that in their advancement your people may 

prosper. 
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 We pray for all who may be ill in body, mind, or spirit; for all who may be in danger; 

for all who may be in anxiety or perplexity; for all who may be suffering 

disappointment or defeat.  Be present with them in their afflictions, show them the 

way out of all their troubles, and save them for your mercy’s sake. 

 Special prayers. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer.  

 

M:  Heavenly Father, you did not spare your own Son but freely gave him up for us all. 

Mercifully grant these and all other acceptable petitions that you read in our hearts 

in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT  
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with 

them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints 

on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 

 

 

 



12 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

 

LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
To our guests and visitors: Holy Communion is an expression of our oneness as a body of believers.  Members of 

Bethlehem join to receive the body and the blood of the Lord and commune with our God, expressing the same 

faith as God has taught in the Scriptures.  Following God's Word, we ask that those who are not yet members of 

Bethlehem refrain from taking the Lord's Supper until they are ready to profess that oneness with us.  Thank you 

for respecting our practice.   

DISTRIBUTION HYMN    CW HYMNAL #311, “JESUS CHRIST, OUR BLESSED SAVIOR” 
 

 

THANKSGIVING 
 

SONG OF SIMEON (NUNC DIMITTIS) 

 

 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
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PRAYER 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper.  We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 

another.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
M:   The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN                             CW HYMNAL #385, “CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH I BE” 
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Prayer Corner 
—for the Letiecq family as Greg's father, Larry, recently passed away.   

—for the infant nephew of Kristine Pfeiffer: Jack Francis Hintz.  After experiencing severe  

health problems, baby Jack is doing well and has been released from the hospital.  God  

be praised for good news! 

—for the family of our brother in Christ, Doug Vasquez, who entered glory on September 29. 

 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God by JR, Heidi and Corinne Grohs in 

celebration of Seth’s 12th birthday and by the Naujock Family in honor of the LWMS Fall Rally. 

 

Offering 
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $4643 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem 

and around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5786. An average of $6560 

is needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022. 

 

In Ministry this Week 
Sunday, October 2    9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 

11:00 am Sunday School and Bible Study 

Tuesday, October 4    9:30 am Toddler Time with Jesus 

      7:00 pm Youth Catechism 

Wednesday, October 5     9:30 am Midweek Bible Study 

    11:00 am LSB Morning Praise 

Thursday, October 6  10:00 am Vasquez Visitation and Funeral at Baker Post 

Friday, October 7 – Sunday, October 9  Fall Women’s Retreat 

 

News & Notes 
• Our next Food with Friends will be an Oktoberfest meal at the Grohs residence, located at 

12224 Formby Street, Bristow, VA 20136.  It will be Saturday, October 15 starting at 6:00 pm.  

All food will be provided, but please feel free to bring a favorite beverage.  A sign-up sheet is 

posted in the entryway at church so we can have an accurate headcount. 
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• Bethlehem will be hosting a Trunk-or-Treat on Saturday, October 22. Members and 

friends of the congregation are invited to decorate their car trunks and hand out candy 

as people from our community are invited to Bethlehem for a night of fun and 

snacks!  We would love more than twenty trunks!  Would you please consider joining 

us?  Even if you don't want to decorate a trunk, there are other ways to help with handing 

out snacks, drinks and making our community feel welcome.  Please talk to Cheryl Vergara or 

Kristine Pfeiffer if you'd like more details.  And for ideas on how to decorate your trunk, check 

out Pinterest online! 

 

• Prayer Partners NEEDED!  We are blessed to have enrolled three more students and now 

have a total of 10 children in need of prayer partners! Please speak with Cheryl Vergara to 

adopt one of our students into your prayer circle today. 

 

• Greetings from Martin Luther College!  This Advent, discover how the Gospels of John the 

Elder and Luke the Historian record the details of the incarnation—God becoming man— in 

our booklet, Word Made Flesh: The Historical Reality of Christmas.  Each of the 25 devotions 

is prompted by a question about the historical accuracy of the Christmas account. Each 

reminds us that Christmas is not a sweet children's story or fairy tale. It is a historical event. 

In our skeptical times, John and Luke help us reaffirm the objective reality of Christmas.  We 

hope these devotions will remind you that we need more than just a spiritual idea or inspiring 

story. We need a real flesh-and-blood Savior, one who stepped into human history, changing 

it—and us—forever.  If interested, ask your pastor for a link to download the materials or to 

have them emailed to you on a daily basis throughout Advent. 

 

• The kids c.a.r.e. project is "Mi Amigo Jesus".  All offerings for this project will support mission 

congregations that want to begin or expand outreach efforts to their Hispanic families and 

communities. Please encourage your child(ren) to give, or collect for this project. 

 

• The funeral service for Doug Vasquez will be held this Thursday, October 6 at 11:00 am at 

Baker Post Funeral Home, 10001 Nokesville Rd, Manassas, VA 20110.  Visitation will be held 

at 10:00 am before the service.  Interment will take place at Quantico National Cemetery at 

18424 Joplin Rd, Triangle, VA 22172.  More information about the services can be found at 

https://www.bakerpostfh.com/memorials/juan-vasquez/5033804/service-details.php. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.bakerpostfh.com/memorials/juan-vasquez/5033804/service-details.php&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0weRByk29SZwApcHQvrHOv
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Saturday, October 15th at 6:00 pm 

at the Grohs Residence 

12224 Formby Street, Bristow, VA 
 

All adults are welcome! Please bring a beverage of your choice 

as all food will be provided.  Sign-up in the narthex so a total 

headcount can be taken for food and table planning. 



23 
 

 

 

 

 Join us for... 

Saturday, October 22nd 

5:30—7:30 pm 

...here at Bethlehem! 

  


