BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
OCTOBER 9, 2022

W

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.

➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary
and to the left.
➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall.
➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the prayer
of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal racks and
place it in the offering plate.
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Aimee Krueger, Administrative Assistant
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Staff
Cheryl Vergara, Director/Teacher
director@littlestarsofbethlehem.org
Laura Letiecq, Teacher
Holly Haley, Teacher

WORSHIP NOTES
THE SEASON OF PENTECOST
After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshiping Church
spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. Following the red
of Pentecost Sunday and the white of Trinity Sunday, the Church wears
green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings
of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us
the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our
God, and the Christian life.

OUR THEME FOR TODAY
The believer has a right relationship with worldly wealth. Faithful service to the Master is marked
by faithful use of the Master’s possessions.

BIBLE STUDY LESSON FOR TODAY
The Unknown Revealed: Paul Preaches in Athens
Acts 17:16–34

THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY
Music
Hospitality
Ushers
Elder
Altar
Cleaners
Counters

MIDI
Martin Schwenke
Martin Schwenke and Bruce Braun
Glen Krueger
Denise Spencer and Danielle Welch
Styx and Letiecq Families
Linda Fragale and Stefan Arredondo
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
OPENING HYMN

CW HYMNAL #255, “OPEN NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY”

INVOCATION
M(inister): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (†) and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C(ongregation): (spoken)

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION
M:

We have come into the presence of God who created us to love and serve him as his
dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C:

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own
dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C:

Amen.

M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Let us pray.
Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. Help us
to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

THE WORD OF GOD
FIRST LESSON

AMOS 8:4-7
Hear this, you who trample the needy and do away with the poor of the land, 5 saying,
“When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath be ended that we
may market wheat?” — skimping on the measure, boosting the price and cheating with
dishonest scales, 6 buying the poor with silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, selling even
the sweepings with the wheat.
7
The LORD has sworn by himself, the Pride of Jacob: “I will never forget anything they
have done.
4
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 381

P(ulpit): O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger
L(ectern): or discipline me in your wrath.
P:
L:

For your arrows have pierced me,
and your hand has come down upon me.

P:
L:

My guilt has overwhelmed me
like a burden too heavy to bear.

P:
L:

All my longings lie open before you, O LORD;
my sighing is not hidden from you.

P:
L:

I wait for you, O LORD;
you will answer, O Lord my God.

P:
L:

Come quickly to help me,
O Lord my Savior.

Refrain

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

1

Refrain Tune: Patricia Craig. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used
by permission. Psalm Tone: Paul Bunjes. © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
OneLicense.net #761716.
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SECOND LESSON

1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8
I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for
all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in
all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to
be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one
mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a
ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time. 7 And for this
purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and
a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles.
8
Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or
disputing.
1

VERSE OF THE DAY
M:

2 CORINTHIANS 12:9A
Alleluia. My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL LESSON

LUKE 16:1-13
Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his
possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an
account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’
6

3

“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job.
I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I
lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’
5
“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you
owe my master?’
6
“‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and
fifty.’ 7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’
“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’
8
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For
the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people
of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is
gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
10
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have
not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?
13
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”
M:

This is the Gospel of our Lord.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

1 TIMOTHY 1:15
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.
15

HYMN OF THE DAY

CW HYMNAL #421, “ALL DEPENDS ON OUR POSSESSING”

THE SERMON

LUKE 16:1-13

“WHAT'S THE POINT ... OF COMPARISON?”
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:

Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us
day after day.

C:

We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

M:

You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the
temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

C:

We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.

M:

Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden
catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel
by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.

C:

Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed,
and comfort all who are old and infirm.

M:

Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.

C:

Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be
peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or
disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore.
Special prayers.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
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M:

We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our
ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.

C:

We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your
sight. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

HYMN

CW HYMNAL #457, “FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT”

CLOSING PRAYER
M:

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and
bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

THE LORD’S BLESSING
M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

CW HYMNAL #562, “I LOVE TO TELL THE STORY”
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Prayer Corner
—for the Vasquez family, as our brother Doug was called to his eternal rest on September 29.
—for all of those who are recovering from the disastrous storms that hit North Carolina,
Florida, and the Caribbean.
—in thanksgiving that Trinity Lutheran in Woodbridge will celebrate her 30th anniversary as an
independent congregation on Sunday, October 16. Praise God for graciously giving this
congregation three decades of gathering around his Word and sacraments.

Altar Flowers
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God by the Hickey Family in celebration of
Renee’s birthday and by Lusyani Tanuwijaya in celebration of her mom’s birthday.

In Ministry this Week
Sunday, October 9
Tuesday, October 11
Wednesday, October 12
Saturday, October 15

9:30 am
11:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Worship: Online and In Person
Sunday School and Bible Study
Toddler Time with Jesus
Midweek Bible Study
LSB Morning Praise
LSB Board Meeting
Jesus Cares Ministry
Food with Friends – Oktoberfest

Offering
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $6599 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem
and around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5806. An average of $6560
is needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022.

News & Notes
•

Our next Food with Friends will be an Oktoberfest meal at the Grohs residence, located at
12224 Formby Street, Bristow, VA 20136. It will be THIS Saturday, October 15 at 6:00 pm. All
food will be provided, but please feel free to bring a favorite beverage. A sign-up sheet is
posted in the entryway at church so we can have an accurate headcount.
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•

Bethlehem will be hosting a Trunk-or-Treat on Saturday, October 22. Members and
friends of the congregation are invited to decorate their car trunks and hand out candy
as our community is invited to Bethlehem for a night of fun and snacks! We would love
more than twenty trunks! If you don't want to decorate a trunk, there are other ways to
help handing out snacks, drinks and making our community feel welcome. Please talk to
Cheryl Vergara or Kristine Pfeiffer if you'd like more details. You can sign up on the sheet in
the narthex - and for ideas on how to decorate your trunk, check out Pinterest online!

•

Prayer Partners – thank you for those who stepped up to pray for a child in our Prayer
Partner Program! We have just one student left in need of a prayer partner! Please speak
with Cheryl Vergara to adopt this student into your prayer circle today.

•

Greetings from Martin Luther College! This Advent, discover how the Gospels of John the
Elder and Luke the Historian record the details of the incarnation—God becoming man— in
our booklet, Word Made Flesh: The Historical Reality of Christmas. Each of the 25 devotions
is prompted by a question about the historical accuracy of the Christmas account. Each
reminds us that Christmas is not a sweet children's story or fairy tale. It is a historical event.
In our skeptical times, John and Luke help us reaffirm the objective reality of Christmas. We
hope these devotions will remind you that we need more than just a spiritual idea or inspiring
story. We need a real flesh-and-blood Savior, one who stepped into human history, changing
it—and us—forever. If interested, ask your pastor for a link to download the materials or to
have them emailed to you on a daily basis throughout Advent.

•

The kids c.a.r.e. project is "Mi Amigo Jesus". All offerings for this project will support mission
congregations that want to begin or expand outreach efforts to their Hispanic families and
communities. Please encourage your child(ren) to give, or collect for this project.

•

2023 WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership will be held January 16-18, 2023 at
the Hilton Chicago. This conference is not only for those who serve in formal leadership
positions in their congregation: called workers, church council members, school board
members, and the like. This conference is for anyone who is passionate about the mission of
the church. It is for everyone who, by encouragement and example, wants to lead others to
engage in that mission. So, all are welcome—called workers and laity, men and women,
retirees and high school students, lifelong WELS members, and those new to the church.
Learn more and register at lutheranleadership.com.
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