BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
OCTOBER 16, 2022
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.

➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary
and to the left.
➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall.
➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the prayer
of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal racks and
place it in the offering plate.
➢ The Sacrament of Holy Communion. Please see the note on page 14 for instructions. Use
page 156 in the front of the hymnal for personal preparation for the Sacrament.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
9748 Copeland Dr. Manassas, VA 20109
703-361-4866 (office)
www.bethlehem-lutheran.org

Little Stars of Bethlehem Early Learning Center
9748 Copeland Dr. Manassas, VA 20109
571-246-1441 (office/mobile)
www.littlestarsofbethlehem.org

Staff
Clayton Welch, Pastor
pastor@bethlehem-lutheran.org
Aimee Krueger, Administrative Assistant
admin@bethlehem-lutheran.org

Staff
Cheryl Vergara, Director/Teacher
director@littlestarsofbethlehem.org
Laura Letiecq, Teacher
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WORSHIP NOTES
THE SEASON OF PENTECOST
After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshiping Church
spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. Following the red
of Pentecost Sunday and the white of Trinity Sunday, the Church wears
green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings
of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us
the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our
God, and the Christian life.

OUR THEME FOR TODAY
Real wealth is found in heavenly treasure. Earthly riches are not a reward for doing good, but
rather an opportunity to do good.

BIBLE STUDY THEME FOR TODAY
Preaching and Perils: Paul’s Ministry and Hardships
Acts 20:1–12; 2 Corinthians 11:22–28

THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY
Music
Hospitality
Ushers
Elders
Altar
Cleaners
Counters

MIDI
Joanna May
J. Krueger Family
Robin Vergara and LuVerne Boes
Aimee Krueger
Newman and Schlevensky Families
Tim Wehausen and LuVerne Boes
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
OPENING HYMN

CW HYMNAL #473, “SAVIOR, I FOLLOW ON”

INVOCATION
M(inister): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (†) and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C(ongregation): And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and
of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY (KYRIE)
M:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and
joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O
Christ.
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M:

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in
your tender care:

M:

The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Let us pray.
Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our
hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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THE WORD OF GOD
FIRST LESSON

AMOS 6:1-7
Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria,
you notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come! 2 Go to
Kalneh and look at it; go from there to great Hamath, and then go down to Gath in Philistia.
Are they better off than your two kingdoms? Is their land larger than yours? 3 You put off the
day of disaster and bring near a reign of terror. 4 You lie on beds adorned with ivory and lounge
on your couches. You dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. 5 You strum away on your
harps like David and improvise on musical instruments. 6 You drink wine by the bowlful
and use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. 7 Therefore you will
be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end.
1

PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 1461

Praise the LORD, O my soul.
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortal men, who cannot save.
Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God,
the maker of heaven and earth.
Refrain

The LORD gives food to the hungry,
the LORD sets prisoners free.
The LORD gives sight to the blind,
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down.
1

Refrain Tune: Lynn Trapp. © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
OneLicense.net #761716.
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The LORD watches over the outcast
and sustains the fatherless and the widow.
The LORD remains faithful forever.
He upholds the cause of the oppressed.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

SECOND LESSON

1 TIMOTHY 6:6-16
But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world,
and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with
that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root
of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs.
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But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal
life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many
witnesses. 13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while
testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep this
command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God
will bring about in his own time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord
of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has
seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.
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VERSE OF THE DAY
M:

JOHN 14:23
Alleluia. Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” Alleluia.
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GOSPEL LESSON

LUKE 16:19-31
“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every
20
day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat
what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.
22
“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side.
The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up
and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father
Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’
25
“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good
things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in
agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that
those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’
27
“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’
29
“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’
30
“‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will
repent.’
31
“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”
19
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HYMN OF THE DAY

CW HYMNAL #478, “WITH THE LORD BEGIN YOUR TASK”

THE SERMON

LUKE 12:13-21

“BEWARE OF FROGBA”
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and
became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE OFFERING
Members of Bethlehem have joined together to spread God's message both in our community and
around the world. Guests and visitors, you are welcome to give an offering, but please do not feel
obligated to participate. You enrich us simply by being here, and we thank God for the chance to share
God's Word with you.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:

Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive
from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life
and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to
share happiness and sorrow with one another.
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Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and
blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means
of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the
whole Christian Church on earth.
C:

Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love
for one another.

M:

Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose
courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give
us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak
of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of
salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government,
and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of society.
Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to
troubled homes and lives.

C:

Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.
Special prayers.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M:

Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome
all things through our Lord Jesus Christ.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children
and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI)
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
To our guests and visitors: Holy Communion is an expression of our oneness as a body of
believers. Members of Bethlehem join to receive the body and the blood of the Lord and commune with
our God, expressing the same faith as God has taught in the Scriptures. Following God's Word, we ask
that those who are not yet members of Bethlehem refrain from taking the Lord's Supper until they are
ready to profess that oneness with us. Thank you for respecting our practice.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

THANK THE LORD

CW SUPPLEMENT #742, “WHAT IS THIS BREAD?”

THANKSGIVING
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CLOSING PRAYER
M:

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may
long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood
the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

THE LORD’S BLESSING
M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN

CW HYMNAL #444, “IF YOU BUT TRUST IN GOD TO GUIDE YOU”

14

15

16
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Prayer Corner
—for the Vasquez family, as our brother Doug was called to his eternal rest on September 29.
—for all of those who are recovering from the disastrous storms that hit North Carolina,
Florida, and the Caribbean.
—in thanksgiving that Trinity Lutheran in Woodbridge will celebrate her 30th anniversary as an
independent congregation on Sunday, October 16. Praise God for graciously giving this
congregation three decades of gathering around his Word and sacraments.
—in thanksgiving to God for 46 years of marriage for Aimee Krueger’s parents, Joseph and
Cynthia Dreps.

Altar Flowers
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God by Aimee Krueger in celebration of her
parents’ 46th wedding anniversary and by Margie Barnes, in celebration of her granddaughter,
Alexis Eckard, on her birthday.

Offering
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $4254 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem
and around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5768. An average of $6560
is needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022.

In Ministry this Week
Sunday, October 16
Tuesday, October 18

9:30 am

Worship with Holy Communion

11:00 am

Sunday School and Bible Study

9:30 am

Wednesday, October 19

Toddler Time with Jesus
NO Midweek Bible Study

11:00 am

LSB Morning Praise

Thursday, October 20

7:00 pm

Council Meeting

Saturday, October 22

5:30 pm

BELC Trunk or Treat
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News & Notes
•

Bethlehem will be hosting a Trunk-or-Treat on Saturday, October 22. Members and
friends of the congregation are invited to decorate their car trunks and hand out candy
as our community comes to Bethlehem for a night of fun and treats! We would love more
than twenty trunks! If you don't want to decorate a trunk, there are other ways to help
by handing out snacks, drinks and making our community feel welcome. There will be a
trunk for SERVE donations as well! Please talk to Cheryl Vergara or Kristine Pfeiffer if you'd
like more details. You can sign up on the sheet in the narthex - and for ideas on how to
decorate your trunk, check out Pinterest online!

•

Greetings from Martin Luther College! This Advent, discover how the Gospels of John
the Elder and Luke the Historian record the details of the incarnation—God becoming
man— in our booklet, Word Made Flesh: The Historical Reality of Christmas. Each of the
25 devotions is prompted by a question about the historical accuracy of the Christmas
account. Each reminds us that Christmas is not a sweet children's story or fairy tale. It is
a historical event. In our skeptical times, John and Luke help us reaffirm the objective
reality of Christmas. We hope these devotions will remind you that we need more than
just a spiritual idea or inspiring story. We need a real flesh-and-blood Savior, one who
stepped into human history, changing it—and us—forever. If interested, ask your pastor
for a link to download the materials or to have them emailed to you on a daily basis
throughout Advent.

•

2023 WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership will be held January 16 – 18,
2023 at the Hilton Chicago. This conference is not only for those who serve in formal
leadership positions in their congregation: called workers, church council members,
school board members, and the like. This conference is for anyone who is passionate
about the mission of the church. It is for everyone who, by encouragement and example,
wants to lead others to engage in that mission. So, all are welcome—called workers and
laity, men and women, retirees and high school students, lifelong WELS members, and
those new to the church. Learn more and register at lutheranleadership.com.
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•

If you'd like to help provide meals for the Vasquez family, please reach out to our Care
Committee Chair, Danielle Welch, who is coordinating the effort. There will be a
memorial service for our brother Doug Vasquez here at Bethlehem on Saturday,
November 5 at 11:00 am.

•

The kids c.a.r.e. project is "Mi Amigo Jesus". All offerings for this project will support
Mission congregations that want to begin or expand outreach efforts to their Hispanic
families and communities. Please encourage your child(ren) to give or collect for this
project.

•

Men’s Fellowship Camping will be held October 28 – 29. All men are welcome!

•

Fall Directory – please take a copy of our latest and greatest member directory from the
table in the narthex! It is also available online in the members only area of our church
website at www.bethlehem-lutheran.org. You can access this and other useful
information by going to our website, clicking on the Members tab and selecting the
Register option. Once you submit your registration and it has been approved you will have
access to the quarterly volunteer schedule, the member directory, the church calendar
and more! Speak with Aimee Krueger if you have any questions about getting registered.
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Join us for...

...here at Bethlehem!
Saturday, October 22nd

5:30—7:30 pm
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