BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
OCTOBER 23, 2022

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before
our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves
through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.
➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary
and to the left.
➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall.
➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the prayer
of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal racks and
place it in the offering plate.
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Staff
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Aimee Krueger, Administrative Assistant
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Staff
Cheryl Vergara, Director/Teacher
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WORSHIP NOTES
THE SEASON OF PENTECOST
After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshiping Church
spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. Following the red
of Pentecost Sunday and the white of Trinity Sunday, the Church wears
green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings
of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed lessons teach us
the characteristics of the Holy Ministry, the Christian, the Church, our
God, and the Christian life.

OUR THEME FOR TODAY
It is the believer’s duty to abstain from sin, give forgiveness, and serve our neighbor. It is a
privilege to do our duty as Christians, but we are weak. The Church, therefore, prays that God
would make us ready to do with a cheerful heart that which pleases him.

BIBLE STUDY LESSON FOR TODAY
Paul’s Prison Protection: The Plot to Kill Paul
Acts 23:12–24

THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY
Music
Hospitality
Ushers
Elders
Altar
Cleaners
Counters

Guest Organist, Peter Kiesel
Rachel Ellis
Aaron Styx
Dean Chartrand
Denise Spencer and Aimee Krueger
Martin Schwenke and Styx Family
Bernie Ziegler and Martin Schwenke
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DIVINE SERVICE I1
OPENING HYMN

CW HYMNAL #496, “GLORIOUS IN MAJESTY”

INVOCATION
M(inister): In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.
C(ongregation): Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

1

M:

Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C:

Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M:

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†)
and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

Amen.

M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Divine Service I: Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. OneLicense.net #761716.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body and
soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C:

Amen.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

HABAKKUK 1:1-3, 2:1-4

1

The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet received.
How long, LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!”
but you do not save? 3 Why do you make me look at injustice? Why do you tolerate
wrongdoing? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds.
1
I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he
will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.
2
Then the LORD replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that
a herald may run with it. 3 For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the
end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not
delay.
4
“See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright— but the righteous person will
live by his faithfulness—
2
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 272

M(en): Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;
W(omen): be merciful to me and answer me.
M: Do not hide your face from me,
W: do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper.
M: Do not reject me or forsake me,
W: O God my Savior.
Refrain

M: Though my father and mother forsake me,
W: the LORD will receive me.
M: I am still confident of this:
W: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.
M: Wait for the LORD;
W: be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

2

Refrain Tune David Haas. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
OneLicense.net #761716.
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SECOND LESSON

2 TIMOTHY 1:3-14
I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and
day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that
I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.
6
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the
laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us
power, love and self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of
me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He
has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because
of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of
time, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who
has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And
of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am
suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and
am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.
13
What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in
Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of
the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
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VERSE OF THE DAY

HEBREWS 2:12
Alleluia. I will proclaim your name to my people; in the midst of the congregation I
will praise you. Alleluia.

M:

GOSPEL LESSON
M:

LUKE 17:1-10

The Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 17, verses 1-10.

1

Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but
woe to anyone through whom they come. 2 It would be better for them to be thrown into the
sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to
stumble. 3 So watch yourselves.
8

“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive
them. 4 Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you
saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.” 5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
6
He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.
7
“Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the
servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 Won’t he
rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after
that you may eat and drink’? 9 Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to
do? 10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”
M:

This is the gospel of our Lord.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN OF THE DAY
THE SERMON

2 TIMOTHY 1:13-14
CW HYMNAL #181, “COME, OH, COME, LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT”
HABAKKUK 1:1-3, 2:1-4

“GOD ANSWERS THE QUESTION WE SHOULD HAVE ASKED”
9

CREATE IN ME

THE OFFERING
Members of Bethlehem have joined together to spread God's message both in our community and around the
world. Guests and visitors, you are welcome to give an offering, but please do not feel obligated to participate. You
enrich us simply by being here, and we thank God for the chance to share God's Word with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M:

O Lord, light of the world and saving strength of your people, we thank you for the
gift of your Word. Implant it in the hearts of your people, so that, set free from the
power of Satan and the fear of death, we may live to serve and honor you.
Pour out your Spirit on us, that we may grow richly in divine knowledge and spiritual
understanding.
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Bless the proclamation of your Word everywhere so that hearts may be turned from
the darkness of spiritual ignorance, falsehood, and despair to the light of knowledge,
truth, and life. Be with our missionaries in our own and distant lands. Protect them,
encourage them, and crown their labors with success.
Let your Word shine in our homes, that parents and children may dwell together in
love and serve one another in kindness and humility. Watch over the sick, the
sorrowing, the anxious, and the weary. Preserve those who are in any danger of body
or soul. Supply us by the grace of Jesus with the Spirit’s power, that we may ever be
comforted by your truth and sustained by your love.
Special prayers.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M:

For these and all the other things you know we need, we confidently ask in the name
of him who gave himself for us that we might live through him, Jesus our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

HYMN

CW HYMNAL #347, “JESUS! AND SHALL IT EVER BE”

CLOSING PRAYER
M:

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear
them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by
your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C:

Amen.
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THE LORD’S BLESSING
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

CW HYMNAL #333, “ABIDE, O DEAREST JESUS”
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Prayer Corner
—for Lynnette Hupman, who is recovering from a partial knee replacement. May God grant quick
and complete healing.
—for the Trimmer family, as Pastor Trimmer's wife, Karen Ashley was called to her eternal rest
after a recent cancer diagnosis..
—for the family of Aaron Strong, a Milwaukee pastor who was taken to glory in a car accident.
—for Leah Hickey, who will be having open heart surgery on November 4.

Altar Flowers
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God by Don Richards in celebration of Joan’s 82nd
birthday.

In Ministry this Week
Sunday, October 23

9:30 am
11:00 am
Tuesday, October 25
9:30 am
7:00 pm
Wednesday, October 26
9:30 am
11:00 am
Friday, October 28-Saturday, October 29

Worship
Bible Study and Sunday School
Toddler Time with Jesus
Youth Catechism
Midweek Bible Study
LSB Morning Praise
Men’s Camping and Bible Study in Palmyra, VA

Offering
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $3664 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem
and around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5718. An average of $6560
is needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022.

News & Notes
•

Many thanks to those who helped make our Trunk or Treat event a success yesterday!

•

Our next Food with Friends will be held on Saturday, November 12 at 6:00 pm. We are
meeting at Trattoria Village located at 7145 Maine Street in Clifton. Please sign up on the
RSVP sheet in the narthex!
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•

Greetings from Martin Luther College! This Advent, discover how the Gospels of John
the Elder and Luke the Historian record the details of the incarnation—God becoming
man— in our booklet, Word Made Flesh: The Historical Reality of Christmas. Each of the
25 devotions is prompted by a question about the historical accuracy of the Christmas
account. Each reminds us that Christmas is not a sweet children's story or fairy tale. It is
a historical event. In our skeptical times, John and Luke help us reaffirm the objective
reality of Christmas. We hope these devotions will remind you that we need more than
just a spiritual idea or inspiring story. We need a real flesh-and-blood Savior, one who
stepped into human history, changing it—and us—forever. If interested, ask your pastor
for a link to download the materials or to have them emailed to you on a daily basis
throughout Advent.

•

2023 WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership will be held January 16 – 18,
2023 at the Hilton Chicago. This conference is not only for those who serve in formal
leadership positions in their congregation: called workers, church council members,
school board members, and the like. This conference is for anyone who is passionate
about the mission of the church. It is for everyone who, by encouragement and example,
wants to lead others to engage in that mission. So, all are welcome—called workers and
laity, men and women, retirees and high school students, lifelong WELS members, and
those new to the church. Learn more and register at lutheranleadership.com.

•

If you'd like to help provide meals for the Vasquez family, please reach out to our Care
Committee Chair, Danielle Welch, who is coordinating the effort. There will be a
memorial service for our brother Doug Vasquez here at Bethlehem on Saturday,
November 5 at 11:00 am.

•

The kids c.a.r.e. project is "Mi Amigo Jesus". All offerings for this project will support
Mission congregations that want to begin or expand outreach efforts to their Hispanic
families and communities. Please encourage your child(ren) to give or collect for this
project.

•

Men’s Fellowship Camping will be October 28 – 29 in Palmyra, VA. All men are welcome!
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