BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
OCTOBER 30, 2022

FIRST SUNDAY OF END TIME—REFORMATION SUNDAY

W

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.

➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the
sanctuary and to the left.
➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall.
➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the
prayer of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal
racks and place it in the offering plate.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
9748 Copeland Dr. Manassas, VA 20109
703-361-4866 (office)
www.bethlehem-lutheran.org

Little Stars of Bethlehem Early Learning Center
9748 Copeland Dr. Manassas, VA 20109
571-246-1441 (office/mobile)
www.littlestarsofbethlehem.org

Staff
Clayton Welch, Pastor
pastor@bethlehem-lutheran.org
Aimee Krueger, Administrative Assistant
admin@bethlehem-lutheran.org

Staff
Cheryl Vergara, Director/Teacher
director@littlestarsofbethlehem.org
Laura Letiecq, Teacher

1

WORSHIP NOTES
THE SEASON OF END TIMES
The last four Sundays of the Church year are designated as the season
of End Time. The focus of the season is fulfillment of Christ’s promises
and encouragement for the Church of the End Times. In this season,
Jesus wants us to remember his promise, “Behold, I am coming soon!”
The season prepares the Church for these latter days by encouraging
faithfulness to the Word, mindfulness of the judgment, watchfulness
for Christ’s coming and joyfulness in Christ’s reign.

OUR THEME FOR TODAY
It is the gospel of Jesus Christ that brings true freedom. This promise of forgiveness and
resurrection to eternal life come only through a righteousness found in the Savior. This
righteousness sets the soul free from slavery, free to serve God. Hold to these teachings, and
“you will be free indeed.”

BIBLE STUDY LESSON FOR TODAY
All Overboard: Paul’s Shipwreck
Acts 27:9–44

THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY
Music
Hospitality
Ushers
Elders
Altar
Cleaners
Counters

Guest Organist, Lydia Wilde
Kim Newman
Nick Lento and Ethan Lento
Aaron Styx
Aimee Krueger and Grohs Family
Welch and Wildfong Families
Michele Krueger
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MORNING PRAISE
MORNING HYMN

M:

CW HYMNAL #203, “LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD”

Praise be to God, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy______Spir -

it: let us wor-ship him.

OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD (VENITE)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Let us pray.
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful
people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all
temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your
saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 461

P(astor) God is our refuge and strength,
C(ongregation) an ever-present help in trouble.
P: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
C: and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
P: though its waters roar and foam
C: and the mountains quake with their surging.
Refrain

P: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
C: the holy place where the Most High dwells.
P: God is within her, she will not fall;
C: God will help her at break of day.
P: “Be still, and know that I am God;
C: I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress. OneLicense.net #761716.
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THE WORD
MORNING LESSON

JEREMIAH 31:31-34
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the
people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke
my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD.
33
“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares
the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God,
and they will be my people. 34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one
another, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their
sins no more.”
31

C:

Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known among the nations what he
has done.

CHILDREN’S LESSON

JOHN 8:31-36
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are
really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33
They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of
anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”
34
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave
has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed.
31

HYMN OF THE DAY
THE SERMON

CW HYMNAL #390, “SALVATION UNTO US HAS COME”
ROMANS 3:19-28

“NO MATTER HOW YOU SLICE IT, JUSTIFICATION IS GOOD NEWS”
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.
20
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather,
through the law we become conscious of our sin.
6

21

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which
the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in[a] Jesus
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of
atonement,[b] through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed
beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time,
so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
27
Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires
works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is
justified by faith apart from the works of the law.

WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD (TE DEUM)
This ancient song of the church was revered by Martin Luther as a ‘fourth creed’.
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THE OFFERING
Members of Bethlehem have joined together to spread God's message both in our community and
around the world. Guests and visitors, you are welcome to give an offering, but please do not feel
obligated to participate. You enrich us simply by being here, and we thank God for the chance to
share God's Word with you!

LORD, HAVE MERCY (KYRIE)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:

Lord, our refuge and strength, we gather to worship and praise you for your ongoing
work of reformation in your Church.

C:

Lord, to you alone be glory.

M:

God of grace, in unfathomable love you pitied us sinners and sent your Son as our
substitute to deliver us from sin, guilt, death, darkness, and despair.

C:

For your grace, Lord, to you alone be glory.

M:

By your grace you sent your Spirit to call us to repentance. Your powerful gospel
rescued us from rebellion and fills us with faith in you, the true and living God.

C:

For saving faith, Lord, to you alone be glory.

M:

By your grace we are heirs of your eternal Word and trustees of the inspired
Scriptures, through which you proclaim your saving truth to every generation. By
the Scriptures you overthrew the darkness of those who perverted your teachings
and restored to your church the message of salvation by grace alone.

C:

For the Holy Scriptures, Lord, to you alone be glory.

M:

In these last days, Lord Jesus Christ, protect your little flock. We are like sheep living
among fierce wolves. Satan stalks us like a roaring lion. Defend us from false
teachers who twist your Word to satisfy the latest longing.

C:

For wisdom and watchfulness under attack, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

Never in the history of the world has your Holy Word been so accessible. We lack
only the zeal to treasure your restored truth with lives of faithful Bible study.

C:

For the noble character to search the Scriptures daily, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:

As we celebrate the Reformation that restored your pure gospel to the Church, we
also celebrate our common confession of the pure gospel in Word and sacrament.

C:

For this unity of faith, we give you thanks, O Lord.

M:

We remember the faithful confessors of this and former generations, who have
passed down to us your Word of Truth.

C:

For these faithful servants, we give you thanks, O Lord.
Special prayers.
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M:

Hear us Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M:

In thanksgiving for the many and amazing blessings restored to your Church through
the Reformation, we now commit ourselves to your care.

C:

Be our mighty fortress, our trust, shield and weapon, O Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR GRACE
M:

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us
safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day
we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to
what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord.

C:

Amen.

BLESSING

CLOSING HYMN

CW HYMNAL #200, “A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD”
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Prayer Corner
—for Lynnette Hupman, who is recovering from a partial knee replacement. May God grant
quick and complete healing.
—for the Trimmer family, as Pastor Trimmer's wife, Karen Ashley was called to her eternal rest
after a recent cancer diagnosis.
—for the family of Aaron Strong, a Milwaukee pastor who was taken to glory in a car accident.
—for Leah Hickey, who will be having open heart surgery on November 4.
—for Ginny Gillum, Heidi Grohs’ stepmom, who is recovering from hip replacement surgery.

Altar Flowers
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God in thanksgiving for the faithful preaching of
God’s word here at Bethlehem and throughout the world.

In Ministry this Week
Sunday, October 30
Tuesday, November 1
Wednesday, November 2
Saturday, November 5

9:30 am
11:00 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
9:30 am
11:00 am
11:00 am

Sunday Morning Worship
Bible Study and Sunday School
Toddler Time with Jesus
Youth Catechism
Midweek Bible Study
LSB Morning Praise
Vasquez Memorial Service and Reception

Offering
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $5870 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem
and around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5722. An average of
$6560 is needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022.

News & Notes
▪

If you'd like to help provide meals for the Vasquez family, please reach out to our Care
Committee Chair, Danielle Welch, who is coordinating the effort. There will be a memorial
service for Doug Vasquez here at Bethlehem on Saturday, November 5 at 11:00 am. A
reception will follow.

▪

Trunk or Treat - Our guest’s donations contributed 88 lbs. of food to the SERVE Food Pantry!
Thanks to all who made this event a great success!
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▪

Our next Food with Friends will be held on Saturday, November 12 at 6:00 pm. We are
meeting at Trattoria Villagio located at 7145 Maine Street in Clifton. Please sign up on the
RSVP sheet in the narthex!

▪

Our North Atlantic District is collecting funds for their Student Assistance Fund, which
provides encouragement and financial aid to members of the NAD who are preparing to
become pastors, teachers or staff ministers in the WELS. If you are interested in contributing
to this fund, please see the brochures printed and placed in the media rack in the church
lobby. You can also donate online at nadwels.net/donatesaf

▪

Greetings from Martin Luther College! This Advent, discover how the Gospels of John
the Elder and Luke the Historian record the details of the incarnation—God becoming
man— in our booklet, Word Made Flesh: The Historical Reality of Christmas. Each of the 25
devotions is prompted by a question about the historical accuracy of the Christmas account.
Each reminds us that Christmas is not a sweet children's story or fairy tale. It is a historical
event. In our skeptical times, John and Luke help us reaffirm the objective reality of
Christmas. We hope these devotions will remind you that we need more than just a spiritual
idea or inspiring story. We need a real flesh-and-blood Savior, one who stepped into human
history, changing it—and us—forever. If interested, ask your pastor for a link to download
the materials or to have them emailed to you on a daily basis throughout Advent.

▪

2023 WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership will be held next January 16 – 18
at the Hilton Chicago. This conference is not only for those who serve in formal leadership
positions in their congregation: called workers, church council members, school board
members, and the like. This conference is for anyone who is passionate about the mission of
the church. It is for everyone who, by encouragement and example, wants to lead others to
engage in that mission. So, all are welcome—called workers and laity, men and women,
retirees and high school students, lifelong WELS members, and those new to the church.
Learn more and register at lutheranleadership.com.

▪

The kids c.a.r.e. project is "Mi Amigo Jesus". All offerings for this project will support
Mission congregations that want to begin or expand outreach efforts to their Hispanic
families and communities. Please encourage your child(ren) to give or collect for this
project.
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Food with Friends
Trattoria Villagio
7145 Main Street, Clifton, VA
Saturday, November 12th at 6:00 pm
Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex.
All adults are welcome to join us!
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Wednesday, November 23rd
Worship at 7:00 pm
Pie Social at 8:00 pm
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