
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
 
 

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to        

      strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.   

 
➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary 

and to the left.  

➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall. 

➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the prayer 

of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal racks and 

place it in the offering plate. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 

THE SEASON OF END TIMES 
The last four Sundays of the Church year are designated as the season 

of End Time.  The focus of the season is fulfillment of Christ’s promises 

and encouragement for the Church of the End Times.  In this season, 

Jesus wants us to remember his promise, “Behold, I am coming soon!”  

The season prepares the Church for these latter days by encouraging 

faithfulness to the Word, mindfulness of the judgment, watchfulness 

for Christ’s coming and joyfulness in Christ’s reign. 

 
OUR THEME FOR TODAY  

The relationship between God and his saints will last into eternity. 

 
BIBLE STUDY LESSON FOR TODAY 
The Last Call: Jesus Will Return 

Matthew 25:31–46; Revelation 22:6–21 

 
THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY 
Music  MIDI  

Hospitality  Lynnette Hupman 

Ushers  Jim Carscadden and J. Krueger Family 

Elder  LuVerne Boes 

Altar  Helen Lento and Aimee Krueger 

Cleaners Lynnette Hupman and Haney Family 

Counters  Tim Wehausen and LuVerne Boes 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

OPENING HYMN                  CW SUPPLEMENT #728, “JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN” 

 

INVOCATION 
M(inister):   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (†) and the love of God and the fellowship of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C(ongregation): (spoken)  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 
M:  We have come into the presence of God who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in 

Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own 

dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray.     

Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when we shall be 

delivered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever watchful for the coming of 

your Son that we may sit with him and all your holy ones at the marriage feast in 

heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
FIRST LESSON                      ISAIAH 65:17-25 

17“See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be 

remembered, nor will they come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will 

create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. 19 I will rejoice over 

Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in 

it no more. 20 “Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man 

who does not live out his years; the one who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere child; 

the one who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. 21 They will build houses and 

dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 No longer will they build houses 

and others live in them, or plant and others eat.  For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of 

my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the work of their hands.  
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23 They will not labor in vain, nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; for they 

will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them.  24 Before they 

call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed 

together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will 

neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” says the LORD. 

PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 150 

 
P(ulpit): Praise God in his sanctuary; 

 L(ectern):  praise him in his mighty heavens. 
 

P: Praise him for his acts of power; 
 L: praise him for his surpassing greatness. 

Refrain 

P: Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 
 L: praise him with the harp and lyre, 
 

P: praise him with tambourine and dancing, 
 L: praise him with strings and flute, 
 

P: praise him with the clash of cymbals, 
 L: praise him with resounding cymbals. 
 

P: Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
 L: Praise the Lord. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
     and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 
     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON            2 THESSALONIANS 2:13—3:5 
13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, 

because God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and 

through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share 

in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to 

you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 
16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace 

gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you 

in every good deed and word. 
1As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may 

spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered 

from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will 

strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence in the Lord that you 

are doing and will continue to do the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your 

hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance. 

VERSE OF THE DAY                  REVELATION 7:15A 

M:  Alleluia. They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple. 

Alleluia.  
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GOSPEL LESSON        LUKE 20:27-38 
27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a 

question. 28 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves 

a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his 

brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died 

childless. 30 The second 31 and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven died, 

leaving no children. 32 Finally, the woman died too. 33 Now then, at the resurrection whose 

wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?” 
34 Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those who 

are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead 

will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the 

angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. 37 But in the 

account of the burning bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the 

God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 38 He is not the God of the dead, 

but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 
  

M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE        2 THESSALONIANS 2:14 

HYMN OF THE DAY    CW HYMNAL #207, “THE DAY IS SURELY DRAWING NEAR” 

 

THE SERMON                                                 ISAIAH 65:17-25 
  

“A PICTURE OF THE KINGDOM THEN BLESSES THE KINGDOM NOW” 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us 

day after day. 
 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the 

temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 
 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and 

everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  
 

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden 

catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel 

by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 
  

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, 

and comfort all who are old and infirm. 
 

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our 

government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 

and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 
 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be 

peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or 

disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 
 

Special prayers. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
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M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to 

hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our 

ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory. 
 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your 

sight. Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

HYMN                                CW HYMNAL #551, “FOR ALL THE SAINTS” 

CLOSING PRAYER 
M:   O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and 

bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
M:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN                CW HYMNAL #213, “FOREVER WITH THE LORD” 
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Prayer Corner 
—for Leah Hickey, recovering from successful heart surgery on November 4 - may her healing  

be complete and her recovery path be clear, despite complications in the surgery. 

—for Karen Russo, the dear friend of Ry Sieg, whose husband Jim was called home to  

heaven.  May God grant comfort in her time of loss. 

—in thanksgiving with Pam Peterson, the youngest daughter of the Naujocks, to God for a  

successful surgery and for lifting up the whole family: Chad, Jack, and Ryan. 

—for Ken and Deana Valrance as they give thanks to God for their new home in Wellington, CO 
 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God by the in heartfelt thanksgiving for the 

many sacrifices of our military veterans. 

In Ministry this Week 
Sunday, November 13    9:30 am Worship: Online and In Person 

11:00 am Sunday School and Bible Study 

Tuesday, November 15    9:30 am Toddler Time with Jesus 

      7:00 pm Youth Catechism 

Wednesday, November 16     9:30 am Midweek Bible Study 

11:00 am LSB Morning Praise 

Thursday, November 17    7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

Saturday, November 19  10:30 am Jesus Cares Ministry      

Offering 
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $8359 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem 

and around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5777. An average of $6560 

is needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022. 

News & Notes 
▪ Mark your calendars for Wednesday, November 23 for our special Thanksgiving Eve worship 

service and pie social! We will worship at 7:00 pm and the pie social will follow immediately 

afterward. Check the narthex for sign up sheets on ways you can contribute to this event! 
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▪ Voters Meeting – our next Congregational Voters Meeting will be held after worship on 

Sunday, December 11.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend as we prepare for the 

coming year of service to the Lord. 

 

▪ Our North Atlantic District is collecting funds for their Student Assistance Fund, which 

provides encouragement and financial aid to members of the NAD who are preparing to 

become pastors, teachers or staff ministers in the WELS. If you are interested in contributing 

to this fund, please see the brochures printed and placed in the media rack in the church 

lobby.  You can also donate online at nadwels.net/donatesaf 

 

▪ Greetings from Martin Luther College! This Advent, discover how the Gospels of John  

the Elder and Luke the Historian record the details of the incarnation—God becoming man— 

in our booklet, Word Made Flesh: The Historical Reality of Christmas. Each of the 25 devotions 

is prompted by a question about the historical accuracy of the Christmas account. Each 

reminds us that Christmas is not a sweet children's story or fairy tale. It is a historical event. 

In our skeptical times, John and Luke help us reaffirm the objective reality of Christmas. We 

hope these devotions will remind you that we need more than just a spiritual idea or inspiring 

story. We need a real flesh-and-blood Savior, one who stepped into human history, changing 

it—and us—forever. If interested, ask your pastor for a link to download the materials or to 

have them emailed to you on a daily basis throughout Advent. 

 

▪ 2023 WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership will be held next January 16 – 18 

at the Hilton Chicago. This conference is not only for those who serve in formal leadership 

positions in their congregation: called workers, church council members, school board 

members, and the like. This conference is for anyone who is passionate about the mission of 

the church. It is for everyone who, by encouragement and example, wants to lead others to 

engage in that mission. So, all are welcome—called workers and laity, men and women, 

retirees and high school students, lifelong WELS members, and those new to the church. 

Learn more and register at lutheranleadership.com. 

 

▪ The kids c.a.r.e. project is "Mi Amigo Jesus". All offerings for this project will support 

Mission congregations that want to begin or expand outreach efforts to their Hispanic families 

and communities. Please encourage your child(ren) to give or collect for this project.  
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Our program begins at 6:45 pm with a candlelight reception 

immediately following. RSVP to Kathleen Leopold by email at 

kleopold590@yahoo.com or call 540-219-6679. 
 


