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BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
 

elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to        

      strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.   

➢ Restrooms are located down the hallway directly opposite the entrance to the sanctuary 

and to the left.  

➢ There is a live video feed of the service in the Fellowship Hall. 

➢ Prayer requests – If you would like to request a special prayer to be said during the prayer 

of the church, please fill out one of the blue prayer cards found in the hymnal racks and 

place it in the offering plate. 

➢ The Sacrament of Holy Communion.  Please see the note on page 14 for instructions.  Use 
page 156 in the front of the hymnal for personal preparation for the Sacrament.   

 

W 
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      WORSHIP NOTES 

THE SEASON OF END TIMES  
The last four Sundays of the Church year are designated as the season 

of End Time. The focus of the season is fulfillment of Christ’s promises 

and encouragement for the Church of the End Times. In this season, 

Jesus wants us to remember his promise, “Behold, I am coming soon!” 

The season prepares the Church for these latter days by encouraging 

faithfulness to the Word, mindfulness of the judgment, watchfulness 

for Christ’s coming and joyfulness in Christ’s reign. 

 

OUR THEME FOR TODAY  

The Church Year ends with the lasting song of triumph for Christ our King. The promise is sure: 

We will live with him in his kingdom, rejoicing in his goodness and resting in his eternal peace. 

BIBLE STUDY THEME FOR TODAY 
The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

Luke 1:26-38 

THANKS TO GOD FOR THOSE SERVING US TODAY 
Music  MIDI 

Hospitality    Joan Richards 

Ushers           Nick Ellis and Christian Ellis  

Elders  Aaron Styx and Martin Schwenke 

Altar               Denise Spencer and Danielle Welch 

Cleaners      G. Krueger and Lento Families 

Counters      LuVerne Boes and Martin Schwenke 
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 

 

OPENING HYMN        CW HYMNAL #341, “CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS” 
 

INVOCATION 
M(inister):   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (†) and the love of God and the fellowship of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C(ongregation): And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS  
 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (KYRIE) 
 

M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and 
joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 
M:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 

courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 
Christ. 
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M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 

their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 

M:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 

your tender care: 

 
 

M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Let us pray.     
 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power of the evil one. Fill our 

hearts with joy and peace as we look with hope to that day when every creature in 

heaven and earth will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending 

praise and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

 

 

 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
FIRST LESSON                      JEREMIAH 23:2-6 

2 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my 

people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed 

care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares 

the LORD. 3 “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have 

driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase 

in number. 4 I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be 

afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD. 
5 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up for David a righteous 

Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 6 In his days Judah 

will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: 

The LORD Our Righteous Savior. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY:   PSALM 98 

 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

for he has done marvelous things. 

 

The Lord has made his salvation known 

and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Refrain 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, 

burst into jubilant song with music; 

 

make music to the Lord with the harp, 

with the harp and the sound of singing. 

 

Shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 

He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit,  

As it was in the beginning  

is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON                                         COLOSSIANS 1:13-20 
13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 

things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 

might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 

making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

VERSE OF THE DAY                 REVELATION 22:13 

M: Alleluia. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 

End. Alleluia.  

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                        LUKE 23:35-43 
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved 

others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, 

“If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 
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38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? 

Save yourself and us!” 
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under 

the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 

this man has done nothing wrong.” 
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   CW HYMNAL #392, “NOT UNTO US” 

THE SERMON                  COLOSSIANS 1:13-20 

“ONLY CHRIST THE KING CAN ‘GET IT TOGETHER’” 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, 

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 

became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.   

He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE OFFERING 
Members of Bethlehem have joined together to spread God's message both in our community and around the 

world.  Guests and visitors, you are welcome to give an offering, but please do not feel obligated to participate.  You 

enrich us simply by being here, and we thank God for the chance to share God's Word with you. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
M:  Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive 

from your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life 

and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to 

share happiness and sorrow with one another.  Above all we praise and thank you for 

your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give us to eat and to 

drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into 

our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on earth. 

C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love 

for one another. 

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 

courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give 

us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak 

of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of 

salvation with all people.  Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, 

and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of society. 

Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to 

troubled homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness. 

 Special prayers. 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  
 

 Silent prayer. 
 

M:  Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome 

all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
From Matthew 6:9-13, the prayer Jesus himself taught us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing.  He protects and preserves his Church in every age and gives 

us confidence to lift up our heads and watch for Jesus with joy.  Now have come the 

salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory for ever and ever.  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  (AGNUS DEI) 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
To our guests and visitors: Holy Communion is an expression of our oneness as a body of believers.  Members of 

Bethlehem join to receive the body and the blood of the Lord and commune with our God, expressing the same 

faith as God has taught in the Scriptures.  Following God's Word, we ask that those who are not yet members of 

Bethlehem refrain from taking the Lord's Supper until they are ready to profess that oneness with us.  Thank you 

for respecting our practice.   

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                      CW HYMNAL #217, “THE HEAD THAT ONCE WAS CROWNED” 

                  CW HYMNAL #174, “SEE, THE CONQUEROR MOUNTS IN TRIUMPH” 

 
THANKSGIVING 

THANK THE LORD 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 

glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may 

long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood 

the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
 

 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 
M:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.  

 

CLOSING HYMN                   CW SUPPLEMENT #727, “THERE IS A HIGHER THRONE” 
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Prayer Corner 
—for Josie Parker, recovering at home from successful outpatient hip surgery. 

—for Leah Hickey, recovering at home from successful heart surgery on November 4 - may her  

healing be complete and her recovery path be clear, despite complications. 

—for Karen Russo, the dear friend of Ry Sieg, whose husband Jim was called home to  

heaven.  May God grant comfort in her time of loss. 

—in thanksgiving for the healthy birth of Grace Christine Hupman to Don & Lynnette Hupman’s  

granddaughter, Katie, on November 15.  Both mother and baby are doing well. 

—in thanksgiving for the healthy birth of Kylo Luke Pfeiffer to Ken & Kristine Pfeiffer’s son,  

Kevin, on November 11. Mother, father and baby are all doing well. 

Altar Flowers 
The flowers this week are given to the glory of God by Don & Joan Richards in honor of their 

grandparents and by Leah, Russell and Renee Hickey in celebration of Pat’s birthday. 

Offering 
Last Sunday, thankful hearts offered $5462 to the LORD to carry out his ministry at Bethlehem 

and around the world. The average weekly donation so far in 2022 is $5770. An average of $6560 

is needed each week to meet the budget that we approved for 2022. 

In Ministry this Week 
Sunday, November 20      9:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 

11:00 am Sunday School and Bible Study 

Tuesday, November 22      NO Toddler Time with Jesus 

      NO Youth Catechism 

Wednesday, November 23   NO Midweek Bible Study 

  7:00 pm Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

      8:00 pm Thanksgiving Pie Social  

Saturday, November 26    9:00 am Men’s Bible Study  

Sunday, November 27    9:30 am Sunday Morning Worship 

    11:00 am Sunday School and Bible Study 

    12:00 pm Church Christmas Decorating 
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News & Notes 
▪ Mark your calendars for Wednesday, November 23 for our special Thanksgiving Eve worship 

service and pie social! We will worship at 7:00 pm and the pie social will follow immediately 

afterward. Check the narthex for a sign-up sheet on ways you can contribute to this event! 

 

▪ NOTE: over the week of Thanksgiving there will be no Toddler Time with Jesus, no Midweek 

Bible Study, and no Youth Catechism.  Little Stars of Bethlehem will be on holiday break from 

November 23-25.  Our normal activities will resume after the holiday.   

 

▪ Immediately following Sunday School and Bible Study on Sunday, November 27 we will put 

up our Christmas tree and decorate the sanctuary for the upcoming Advent and Christmas 

season!  Please feel free to bring your lunch and join us for fellowship as we prepare our 

surroundings and our hearts for this joyous time of year. 

 

▪ All ladies are welcome to join us for Advent by Candlelight on Saturday, December 3.  We will 

start with fellowship at 6:45 pm and our program will begin at 7:00.  Following the program, 

we will enjoy a candlelit reception with delicious goodies and beautiful decorations. RSVP to 

Kathleen Leopold by email at kleopold590@yahoo.com or call 540-219-6679. 

 

▪ Voters Meeting – our next Congregational Voters Meeting will be held after worship on 

Sunday, December 11.  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend as we prepare for the 

coming year of service to the Lord. 

 

▪ 2023 WELS National Conference on Lutheran Leadership will be held next January 16 – 18 

at the Hilton Chicago. This conference is not only for those who serve in formal leadership 

positions in their congregation: called workers, church council members, school board 

members, and the like. This conference is for anyone who is passionate about the mission of 

the church. It is for everyone who, by encouragement and example, wants to lead others to 

engage in that mission. So, all are welcome—called workers and laity, men and women, 

retirees and high school students, lifelong WELS members, and those new to the church. 

Learn more and register at lutheranleadership.com.  
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Our program begins at 6:45 pm with a candlelight reception 

immediately following. RSVP to Kathleen Leopold by email at 

kleopold590@yahoo.com or call 540-219-6679.

 


